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Minutes of the P.S. 204 PTA Meeting  

Thursday, January 19, 2023 
@7:00 P.M. via Zoom 

 
Present at Meeting: 
Josephine Cangelosi (President) 
Jessica Cabral (Vice President) 
Rose Compoccia (Treasurer) 
Maria Cangelosi (Recording Secretary) 
Debra Thompson (Corresponding Secretary) 
Jaime Pei (Financial Secretary) 
Roseann Sainato (Principal) 
22 attendees in total 
 

I. Approval of Minutes 

The December PTA meeting minutes were shared by Maria Cangelosi (Recording Secretary) and approved. 
 

II. New PTA Minutes 

*Josephine Cangelosi (President) welcomes everyone to our January PTA meeting. She starts recording this 
meeting and asks for everyone to fill out the attendance form in the chat. At today’s meeting, Mrs. Sarullo (Music 
Teacher) will be discussing her new school project. 
 
Treasurer Report-Rose (Treasurer) 

• December 2022 

• Opening balance-$15,576.11 

• Total Income-$5,795.76 

• Total Expenses-$6,381.57 

• Closing balance-$14,990.30 
 
Our interim report will be closing on January 31st when the interest appears. Once it is completed, it will be given to   
Mrs. Sainato (Principal) and Mrs. Yuen (Parent Coordinator) by the first week of February. It will be presented at our 
February meeting where you will see the profits and losses to date. 
 
The PTA distributed snowman soup to all students in December. 
 
Tomorrow will be a lion dance show. The students will line the hallways to enjoy the lion dancers show. The PTA is 
giving out fortune cookies to all students. 
 
We are planning our Spring Fling at the Knights of Columbus on April 28th. Notices will be sent home once everything is 

approved. The PTA will need volunteer help to wrap baskets and to set up. There will be food, raffles, and a DJ. 



 
The Community Education Council is having elections. They need a whole new board. The link will be posted in the chat 
to obtain information about joining. You can work on various school matters with the Superintendent, the Chancellor, 
and the Mayor. 
 

Kindergarten applications are available and closing shortly. 
 
Sign-up for the Scholarship Program that started last year to get money for your child’s future. 
 
There will be a Mets vs Yankees fundraiser. We will have ticket prices and dates for these games soon. The team 
that sells the least tickets will have to wear the opposing team's colors at school 
 
Mrs. Dennis sent an email to the PTA regarding her school doing a fundraiser at the Barclay’s Center . If anyone is 
interested in attending these events, it helps her school. The tickets are at a discounted price. If our PTA would 
like to do the same, she can help because her school has a connection with the Barclay’s Center. 
 
Important Dates:  
Senior picture retake is Thursday, January 25th.  
 
Wednesday, February 15th-100th Day of School 
 
Thursday, February 16th- The PTA coordinated a special basketball show for the students 
 
No School from Monday, February 20th to Friday, February 24th for Midwinter recess. Students return to school on 
Monday, February 27th.  
 
Reminders: 
5th grade parents check the google classroom for any senior updates. Baby pictures need to be uploaded on Mrs. 
Eckman’s google classroom and group pictures need to be uploaded to Jostens. You can purchase an ad on Jostens, 
which helps reduce the price of the yearbook.  
 
The PTA is gifting a senior hoodie to all seniors. If you have not sent in your child’s size, please do so soon. The 
hoodies are being ordered early next week. Seniors will receive additional gifts by June. 
 
*Mrs. Sainato welcomes everyone. Thank You to the PTA and parents for their continuous support. 

There have only been a few baby pictures uploaded and a few ads purchased. A reminder will be sent home. It 
takes time to put the yearbook together for Mrs. Sarullo and Mrs. Greco. The deadline is the beginning of February 
for pictures and ads.  
 
Some parents were having difficulty uploading the baby pictures, which may be the reason for the small number 
of photos. Mrs. Sainato will bring this concern to Mrs. Eckman’s attention. Some parents sent the photo to Mrs. 
Greco’s email.  
Mrs. Sarullo states that only one baby photo should be uploaded. You can upload the picture to Mrs. Eckman’s 
yearbook section for baby pictures. Submit the picture just like a classwork assignment with your child’s name 
and class. Parents will get confirmation that their child’s baby picture was received. The pictures will be in a 
Yearbook folder. 
 
Discussion of save for college program, which is free money to save up for your child’s college funds. Mrs. Yuen will be 

visiting P.S.748 tomorrow where a high percentage of parents opted into the Save for College Program. After we get 

more information, we will host a parent workshop about this program to get a better understanding of what it is, and more 

parents would be interested in opting into the program. Every kindergarten child is automatically opted in and receives 

$100 that will stay there. Each time $75 is added to the account an additional $25 is deposited free. 

Mrs. Sainato is correlating with local schools to confirm a date for graduation.  

5th grade will be attending a Matilda performance at the Madeleine Brennan school. Waiting for a confirmed date. 



Respect for All Week is the week of February 13th. There will be a respectful affirmations theme notice sent home.         

Ms. Bugge is the SEL liaison who also does the Monday motivations. There will be a kindness challenge calendar for 

students to check off as they do an act of kindness. The class will get a prize when they complete the calendar. The Ned 

Show, who are part of the great kindness challenge, will be coming for a performance. 

I-Ready ELA diagnostic was completed today. I-Ready math diagnostic will begin next week. Once the diagnostics are 

complete, there will be a report sent home to families. 

Respect for All Week and the Great Kindness Challenge will be connected. The SEL board will be finalizing a schedule 

that will be sent out. 

Superintendent Pretto came to the school yesterday for a Principal Performance Observation. He was very happy to 

observe his prior feedback being implemented now. Dr. Pretto liked the student-led instruction, student discourse, the 

questioning from teachers, civics for all, and computer science for all. The report will be shared once it is received. He 

discussed having our school pilot a project-based learning school next year.  

Next week, Lisa Zeller will help unpack and implement module 3 of the EL education program with standard base work 

to align the curriculum standards to the State exams. We will be looking at after school test prep and information will be 

sent out for 3rd through 5th grade students to attend.  

A boys basketball team was formed, and there will be a girls basketball team in the spring. We would like to have the 

team co-ed next year. The first game will be on March 1st. The game will be during school time for 45 minutes. Games 

will be every month. The game dates will be finalized with Mr. Vasile (gym teacher). P.S.204 will be competing with 4 

schools. Students will receive a basketball jersey and shorts with the name of our team, Beehives. We also have a school 

banner. 

We recruited more students for chorus as their 5th grade elective. Next year, 4th grade will be departmentalized just like 

5th grade is this year.  

*Mrs. Sarullo shares an exciting project with 2nd grade students where they are in the process of writing their own songs 

about kindness. They will write lyrics and melody, choose the genre of music, and a professional musician will write the 

actual song with the children. Students will also create a music video. In April, the students will be recorded singing the 

song for the music video. In early May, there will be a premiere of their music video with behind-the-scenes video, too. 

We will do a whole community event, and then it will be worldwide on YouTube. The project is expensive and large 

organizations have been helping, but if anyone wants to donate it would be helpful, too. She will share a link for 

donations. The people running the project would like to get funding to expand this to other grades in the future.  

III. Consideration of Open Issues 

Question: Are there any updates on a senior trip or senior dues? Once there is confirmation of graduation, we can 
start working on our list for other senior events. 
  
Question: Why did my son have Art today instead of gym? The gym teacher was at a meeting and other teachers 
were out. There were mass preps for some classes today. These classes come together and go into the auditorium 
or with other cluster teachers. 
 
Question: Will Junior High School look at 4th grade marks for special programs? Yes, that is how it has always been. 
 
Question: When will we hear about Junior High School acceptance? Mrs. Yuen says that they are still doing 
screenings right now. Some students received the Mark Twain tickets that just went out. Mrs. Sainato expresses 
the importance of looking at the google classroom senior page, where parents can get information. 
 
If anyone has any questions, please let the PTA know. If there are no further questions, thank you so much for 
joining us and we will see you next month. If anyone has any questions before our next PTA meeting, please email 
us anytime at ps204pta@gmail.com. If there are no other questions, the meeting is adjourned. Happy Lunar New 
Year. 
 

Date and Time of the Next Meeting: 
The next meeting will be held on zoom on Thursday, February 16, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. 
The minutes were adjourned by Josephine Cangelosi at 8:03 PM. 
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